ANECDOTE OP PRESIDENT LINCOLN                              377

nation was involved, and so necessarily must have OH. xxvm
been more than equal to men who fonght merely
because they were brave and because they were
thoroughly drilled and inured to hardships.

Nothing of particular importance occurred dur-
ing the time these troops were in camp before start-
ing North.

I remember one little incident which I will relate
as an anecdote characteristic of Mr. Lincoln. It
occurred a day after I reached "Washington, and
about the time General Meade reached Burkesville
with the army. Governor Smith of Virginia had
left Richmond with the Confederate States govern-
ment? and had gone to Danville. Supposing I was
necessarily with the army at Burkesville, he ad-
dressed a letter to me there, informing me that,
as governor of the Commonwealth of the State of
Virginia, he had temporarily removed the State
capital from Richmond to Danville, and asking if
he would be permitted to perform the functions of
his office there without molestation by the Federal
authorities. I give this letter only in substance.
He also inquired of me whether, in case he was not
allowed to perform the duties of his office, he with
a few others might not be permitted to leave the
country and go abroad without interference. Gen-
eral Meade, being informed that a flag of truce was
outside his pickets with a letter to me, at once sent
out and had the letter brought in without inform-
ing the officer who brought it that I was not pres-
ent. He read the letter and telegraphed me its
contents. Meeting Mr. Lincoln shortly after receiv-
ing this despatch, I repeated its contents to Mm.
Mr. Lincoln, supposing I was asking for instruc-Southern men of better social
